NSPCC: Government failing children who have been abused

NSPCC director and chief executive Dame Mary Marsh will criticise the Government’s lack of therapeutic service provision for children who have been abused today, Tuesday 20 November. 

Speaking at the Michael Sieff Foundation conference, Dame Mary Marsh 

will outline how the massive gap in service is contributing to rising youth mental health problems and leaving children struggling to overcome their experiences in the cold. 

Dame Mary Marsh will call on the Government to provide access to therapeutic services for every child who has been abused as part of the Children and Young People Bill, which has its second reading this week.   

Dame Mary Marsh said: “Every child who has been abused needs therapeutic help in order to overcome their experiences. The massive shortfall in service means that many children are just not getting the help they desperately need. Without these essential services, a child may carry the trauma of abuse and related psychiatric problems into adulthood.”

Moreover, Dame Mary Marsh will go on to outline how even the most vulnerable children such as those in the youth justice system, struggle to access services such as counselling and therapy. 

Dame Mary Marsh said “Despite the high proportion of children and young people in custody who have experienced maltreatment, they are not routinely assessed in terms of whether they are in need of therapeutic intervention. Therefore the majority do not receive the help they need. While it is important to note that the vast majority of children who experience abuse do not go on to offend, we are clearly missing an opportunity to help those who do.“

Note to editors 

· It is estimated that 90% of sexually abused children don’t have access to therapeutic support.
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