The Michael Sieff Foundation

 ‘KEEP CHILDREN OUT OF PRISON’

Children in trouble are troubled children, and should stay in the caring welfare system instead of automatically going into the criminal justice system - a national conference on juvenile crime prevention was told today (2 pm Wednesday 4 September 2002).

“We know  from the high re-offending rate that prison does not work for the majority and I agree with the many practitioners in child care who say young people under 18 should not be in prison at all,” said Lady Elizabeth Haslam, founder and trustee of the children’s welfare charity The Michael Sieff Foundation, opening  a three-day conference at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor, on:  Young People in Prison:  Prevention, Policy and Practice.

“Emotionally unstable youngsters - of whom 90% have a diagnosable mental illness - should certainly not be in prison.  They need help and treatment in a secure, safe, stable place without the present fear of continually being moved.

“Missing children have by chance been found in prison and there needs to be a system in place to prevent this.”

Lady Haslam called for judges to remain involved with young offenders after sentence - as they do in France - particularly to discover if their judgments help rehabilitation.    

She commended the “excellent practice” of  greater involvement of industries in prisons and the “encouraging” rising number of young offenders going to college or work on day release.  

“Although progress has been made in tackling the many challenges of juvenile crime, a great deal remains to be done,” she said.

The conference is the last in a series of five over three years addressing children and crime.  Delegates from central and local government, the professions, business and academia, the care services and voluntary organisations are reviewing the priority issues to be resolved.  

Speakers include Hilary Benn, Home Office Under-Secretary for Community and Custodial Provision;   Anne Owers,  HM Chief Inspector of Prisons; and Lord Warner, Youth Justice Board  chairman.  


-end-

