The Michael Sieff Foundation
working together for children’s welfare
Innovative Ways of Keeping Children out of Crime
A breakthrough in keeping children out of crime is being sought this week by delegates at a national conference who are exploring in depth the ideas and experience of prominent practitioners from government, law, the social, education and medical services and leading charities and organisations.

Special attention is being given to the welfare and emotional needs of children who do become involved with the criminal justice system.

Lady Elizabeth Haslam, founder and trustee of The Michael Sieff Foundation, the national charity organising “The needs of offending children” conference at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor, from 5 to 7 September, said today (Wednesday 5 September 2001): “This is one of the great national priorities which has to be resolved in the interests of the welfare of disadvantaged children and the communities where they live.   It means crossing long-established boundaries of responsibility and adopting a partnership approach to innovative action.”

The conference was opened today (Wednesday) by Mr Keith Bradley, Home Office Minister for Criminal Justice, Sentencing and Law Reform, who said:  

"The Government has signalled its determination to tackle youth crime constructively and proactively with new initiatives such as the Children's Fund, which works to combat child poverty and social exclusion, and the Final Warning scheme, which replaces the old system of endless
ineffectual cautions. 

"Youth crime is a problem that affects the whole of society.  By reducing the number of young people starting criminal careers, we can prevent young lives from being wasted - and create safer 

communities."

Congratulating the Michael Sieff Foundation, Mr Bradley said: "For the last 15 years, the Foundation has made, and continues to make, a valuable contribution in promoting understanding amongst those working on behalf of disadvantaged and vulnerable children. Long may it continue to do so."
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There are presentations at the conference from 17 speakers.    Following an overview of State policies and the impact of the criminal justice system on child offenders, delegates are examining issues of human rights, custodial treatment, sentencing options and treatment by courts during trial and on conviction.  Meeting the health and educational needs of offending children and working with their parents are being reviewed. 

Other discussion topics include:

· Improved training for children throughout their school lives to become responsible adults and parents.

· Special help and funding for teachers to teach disruptive pupils and those with psychological problems.

· Help and guidance for young parents and safe and appropriate accommodation for the homeless.

· Raising the age of criminal responsibility from 10 at present to at least 12 - in line with most other European countries.

· A new court system tailor-made for children - to replace existing adult-based procedures.

· Urging offenders to take responsibility for their crimes and to help their victims.

“We are looking for ways to reduce recidivism and advance the care of  children who are charged with crimes, leading to improved outcomes for the child, the family and the community in general,”  said conference planning committee chair Dr Eileen Vizard, a Sieff Foundation trustee and consultant child and adolescent psychiatrist.

