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NEWS – for immediate release

PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE & PROTECTING MENTAL HEALTH

Charity Tackles Twin Problems Facing Society 

Policy makers from central and local government, the professions, academia, the care services and voluntary organisations will this month review twin crucial issues facing society:  preventing the abuse of children and young people and  protecting their emotional and mental health – addressing  in particular the needs of young offenders, many with traumatic pasts.    

These issues are the focus of the 20th anniversary conference of the children’s welfare charity The Michael Sieff Foundation, at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor Great Park, on 19, 20 and 21 November 2007.

Dr Eileen Vizard, a leading consultant child and adolescent psychiatrist and a Foundation Trustee, who organised the programme, said:

“While it is important to review the real progress made in preventing child abuse and mental illness in children over the past 20 years, there should be a new focus on the ways our society needs to help all vulnerable young people. 

“We know that many now in prison come from violent or broken homes and 40 per cent have mental health problems.  The age of criminal responsibility - at only 10 years in England and Wales -  is one of the youngest in Europe and many disturbed children who offend are never assessed or given appropriate help to stop their behaviour.  They need care, not incarceration, and the earliest possible invervention is essential to prevent this vicious circle recurring.

“The wide-ranging review at the conference, led by key people involved in children’s welfare, will undoubtedly prioritize reforms and recommend future action.”   

2/BACKGROUND INFORMATION….

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

This is the 20th anniversary year of The Michael Sieff Foundation whose conferences bring together senior

people and practitioners who do not normally meet.  They have resulted in real improvements in child
protection policy and practice.   The Foundation’s focus is working together for children’s welfare.  The three-day conference will be conducted within Chatham House rules, enabling  invited delegates who are experienced professionals to have searching discussions in private to extend their vital work of helping  vulnerable young people in positive ways.  

MORE INFORMATION ON WEBSITE: www.michaelsieff-foundation.org.uk
The conference [20 YEARS ON:  Preventing the abuse of children and young people and protecting their emotional and mental health] will be opened by Lady Elizabeth Haslam, Founder of The Michael Sieff Foundation, and Baroness Elizabeth Butler-Sloss who will chair the opening day
DAY 1 [19 November] – PREVENTION OF ABUSE OF CHILDREN 

Kevin Brennan MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children, Young People and Families:   The Government Perspective.
Professor Kevin Browne, Professor of Forensic and Child Psychology, Birmingham University:  A public health approach to the prevention of abuse of children. What has been learned from research over the last 20  years and what needs to be done?

Dame Gillian Pugh,  Chair of the National Children’s Bureau:   The work of the voluntary sector in the last 20 years, focusing on current work to safeguard children

Andrew Webb, Director of Children’s Services, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council:  Statutory Sector presentation to demonstrate progress in preventing child abuse over last 20 years and issues still to be resolved. 

Professor Stephen Scott, Professor of Child Health and Behaviour, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Maudsley Hospital:  What works in helping very troubled children?  Evidence based parenting programmes to prevent children being abused.

Camila Batmanghelidjh (and two young people), Founder, Kids Company:  What the kids taught Kids Company.  Creating therapeutic programmes relevant to the realities of urban and challenging childhoods. 
Professor Sir Albert Aynsley-Green, Children’s Commissioner:  The Michael Sieff Address, covering the prevention of child abuse, mental health problems and delinquency in children.

DAY 2 [20 November] – PREVENTION OF MENTAL HEALTH PROBLEMS IN CHILDREN.  Joint chairs:  Foundation Secretary Richard White and Trustee Dr Eileen Vizard.

Dame Mary Marsh, Director and Chief Executive, NSPCC:  Voluntary sector progress on links between prevention of abuse and prevention of mental health problems in children and adolescents.

Dr. Barbara Maughan, Reader in Development Psychopathology, Institute of 

Psychiatry:  The evidence base on prevention of mental health problems in children

 including young offenders.

Dr Michele Elliott, Director, Kidscape:   Safeguarding Children – new issues in the last 

20 years.

Professor Peter Fonagy,  Chief Executive,  The Anna Freud Clinic:  Attachment theory 

and psychoanalysis: the prevention of mental health problems in children 

Dr. Geoffrey Baruch,  Director, Brandon Centre for Counselling and Psychotherapy 

for Young People:  Implementing and Evaluating Multi Systemic Therapy with families 

of persistent young offenders in the UK - Initial reflections and observations from a long

 term trial.

3/Professor Rod Morgan ….
Professor Rod Morgan, Professor of Criminal Justice, University of Bristol, Ex Chair 

of Youth Justice Board:  After dinner address -  'Ensuring that every child really does

 matter’

DAY 3 [21 November] – BRINGING  IT ALL TOGETHER
Claire Cameron,  Senior Research Officer, Thomas Coram Research Unit, Institute of 

Education, University of London: A Pedagogic Framework for the Childcare Workforce -

greater professionalism and stability leading to better mental health, less criminality and

abuse.

Professor Leon Feinstein,  Professor of Education and Social Policy, Institute of 

Education, University of London:  Research findings over the last 20 years on the 

identification of children at risk of high cost/high harm adult outcomes, the policy and

financial implications for prevention in years to come.

Responses from Government departments:

Cabinet Office - Chris Cuthbert, Deputy Director, Social Exclusion Task Force;

Department of Health - Dr. Caroline Lindsey, Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist;  

Department for Children, Schools and Families - Jeanette Pugh, Director Safeguarding Group;  

Youth Justice Board -Bob Ashford
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