


The Michael Sieff Foundation
REDUCE YOUNG PEOPLE IN PRISON BY 3,000 - SAVE £60m

Initiatives to reduce the numbers of young people in prison by 3,000 are announced today (Thursday 7 December 2000) by The Michael Sieff Foundation.

“This an achievable and overdue social objective, with the bonus of using the £65 million saving to extend reforms,” said Lady Elizabeth Haslam, founder trustee of the Foundation.  “It is in the national interest to invest the money in helping young people to stay out of prison rather than spending it to keep them inside.  

“Concerted action in communities and in prisons must target those many youngsters who can be steered away from a life of crime - to help and not harm society.   The challenge is to change the culture and that is the focus of the wide-ranging action we want to see implemented.”

There are 11,200 young people between the ages of 15 and 21 in prisons in England Wales and as many as 75 per cent are re-offenders.  The Foundation sets a first objective to return to the lowest level of the past decade:  7,800 in 1993.  

There are 30 action recommendations (attached) in the Foundation’s  new report on Prevention of Children and Young People Offending and Re-offending,  presented at a London meeting  today (Thursday 7 December 2000).   They include:   using all alternatives, with prison for young offenders a last resort;  continuing full education with skills training inside prison;  and, on release, the right to apply to a court for the criminal record to be expunged so that young people can have normal working lives and become productive members of society.  For prison officers, a state registered structure with pay reflecting qualifications and expertise is needed to recognise their front-line role in preparing young people for release and preventing re-offending.							
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EDITORIAL NOTE:
The national meeting at Pentonville Prison, London, on 7 December has been called to  review the latest report of The Michael Sieff Foundation on  Prevention of Children and Young People Offending and Re-offending, and follow-up action.  The report summarises the key issues of presentations made at an earlier conference by speakers from Government, prisons inspectorate, probation service, law and voluntary organisations.

The chairman of the meeting  is Lord Laming, former Chief Inspector of Social Services Inspectorate and speakers include:  Home Office Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State Lord Bassam and Director-General of HM Prison Service Martin Narey.  

A registered charity, The Michael Sieff Foundation was established in l987 in memory of the life and work of the former Vice Chairman of Marks & Spencer.  The Foundation’s hallmark activity is to bring together in a unique forum senior people and practitioners who do not normally meet, to examine policies and improve practice for children and young people in need.  Its work has had a marked effect on UK child protection policy and practice.   
