NEWS RELEASE
 ONE COMPELLING QUESTION:
HOW WILL CHILDREN BENEFIT?

Welcome though overdue.  That is the response of  the national children’s welfare charity The Michael  Sieff Foundation to the proposed appointment of  a Children’s Commissioner in the Government’s Green Paper ‘Every  Child Matters’.

“We stress it is vital that all the actions to be taken have the sole aim of improving the well-being of  children, particularly those whose development is being impaired in any way,” said the Foundation’s acting chairman, Baroness Howarth.

“We have just ended a national multi-disciplinary conference which critically reviewed many of the issues raised in the green paper and the unanimous verdict was that the outcome for children matters  most.   Whatever changes come about, the opportunity must be grasped  for everyone in the care system to be able to answer clearly the question:  How will my work benefit the child?”

The Foundation are pleased with the wide range of the Green Paper and its emphasis on universal services. The following is their initial response on particular topics:

CHILDREN’S COMMISSIONER.  We recommended the Government to make this appointment at our Quality Protects conference in l999.  Independent intervention can, for example, bring about major improvements by bridging the gap between the best and worst practices of children’s services.

CHILDREN’S CARE WORKFORCE.  We are particularly pleased to see the strong emphasis on questions which were of major concern to all professionals at our latest conference.   There is a very worrying  feeling that their work is under-valued by society, with demoralisation of staff especially in the social work profession.  Emphasis on the “need to ensure that the people working with children are valued, rewarded and trained” is reassuring to them, but only effective action will bring about real change.

YOUTH JUSTICE.  There is an opportunity to extend reforms to the juvenile justice system - for example, by concentrating on key welfare and prevention of offending principles.  Changes must also ensure that children understand what is happening around them in courts, instead of being bewildered by legal jargon and paraphernalia.  

A full response will be given by the Foundation after a close study of the Green Paper.
