‘20 YEARS ON’ CONFERENCE

Lady Elizabeth Haslam’s welcome  19 November 2007

· Good morning everyone and welcome to what I am sure will be a successful and productive conference.  I can give that assurance because of the high calibre of our speakers and delegates.  All of you key people have the same commendable focus:  to achieve better outcomes for vulnerable children and young people.

· It’s a particularly nostalgic time for me because in September l986 I organised  the very first working together  conference that paved the way for the launch of The Michael Sieff Foundation the following year.  

· I am delighted to see among us two people who were at that pre-launch conference:  Margaret Adcock and Richard White.  Both continue to be very actively involved in children’s welfare.  

· That was the start of an eventful journey of working together for children’s welfare.  What is unique about our Foundation is that real improvements in child protection and practice have resulted from the successful adoption by others of initiatives taken at our conferences.  Our successes are the result of their successes.

· There’s no need for me to elaborate further on the past because more information is in your conference pack.  And our exhibition display at the back of the hall gives a flavour of the scope of our work together. 
· The Foundation’s 20th anniversary must be a time for renewed action, because we all know there is so much more to do, to protect and help vulnerable children and young people in our society.  We have  vital issues to confront and priorities for action to decide. 

· That is why I am particularly pleased to welcome Elizabeth Butler-Sloss who will steer us through these challenges on this opening day.  I clearly remember your great contribution to our 2002 legal conference:  CHILD DEFENDANTS – Is the law failing them……  

· It is with great pleasure that one Elizabeth invites another to introduce our anniversary conference and chair the first day. 

PAGE  
1

