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LETTER in THE GUARDIAN – 30 January 2007

The resignation of Professor Rod Morgan as Youth Justice Board chairman and his frank comments on the state of youth justice, (Youth custody leading article January 27) underline the need to replace the present failed juvenile justice system with its over-emphasis on criminalisation and enforcement.  Professionals working in this field have long been aware that the incarceration of juveniles does not address the causes of their offending and that a welfare-centred solution dealing with their mental health and other needs is most likely to be effective. 

The YJB’s own research (2005) shows that 31% of young offenders had mental health needs, one quarter had a learning disability and there were many other needs in relation to education, drug and alcohol abuse, peer and family relationships. The YJB report concludes 'Many of these needs remain unmet, with few young people having any form of intervention..........
particularly for mental health needs.' 

The child welfare charity, the Michael Sieff Foundation, has debated these issues at conferences over the last five years. There is a strong consensus amongst professionals and policy makers supporting the YJB report's conclusions that early intervention with high risk children and their families is a more humane and more effective way in which to deal with the present crisis. 

Given that the government's own research shows clearly the deficits in the Youth Justice System which have contributed to the current crisis with young offenders, surely the time has come for action on the recommendations for prevention which have been a feature of much government funded research for decades. 

Specifically, there is now an urgent need for implementation of recommendations on prevention of minor offending. In addition, treatment outcome research into the most effective ways to intervene very early with families of children at high risk of serious antisocial behaviour, would prevent more serious forms of offending. These initiatives would signal positive action to reverse the alarming increase in minor offending which Professor Morgan understandably complains is swamping the system. 

Dr. Eileen Vizard FRCPsych 
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The Michael Sieff Foundation





A company limited by guarantee number 05098550;  registered charity number  1103473

www.michaelsieff-foundation.org.uk
Founder:  Lady Elizabeth Haslam.

Directors and Trustees: John Tenconi (chairman), Barbara Esam, Peter Harris, David Jefferies,

Earl Listowel, Stephen Pizzey, Dr Eileen Vizard, , Richard White,

Registered Office: Unit 1 Euroway, Blagrove, Swindon, Wiltshire SN5 8YN

A company limited by guarantee No 05098550; Registered Charity Number:  1103473

www.michaelsieff-foundation.org.uk
Founder: Lady Elizabeth Haslam

Directors and Trustees: Richard White, Peter Harris, David Jeffries, Dr Eileen Vizard


[image: image1.png]